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▪ Each field contains a single piece of data

▪ Each piece of data is located on a single field

For every data element,
we know what it is

STRUCTURED 
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Multiple document types

Multiple contributor types:

• author

• editor

• editor-in-chief

• but no publisher-in-charge (vastutav väljaandja)
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Etymology module

DMLex standard (ver 1.0 working draft 01), as well as Ekilex:

unstructured AND structured
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People don’t like the corpus, 
because it contains real language

Ondřej Matuška, Lexical Computing
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Corpus queries:
“real” language?



WHAT IS A DICTIONARY FOR?
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Possible use cases
Use case Unstructured Structured

What is the source of this example

Where does this word come from

Show examples with sources published earlier than 1960

Show words derived from Greek via French

Help for avoiding mistakes 

Help for avoiding duplicates, conflicts and inconsistencies

Easy to enter non-standard values

Can be automatically converted to the opposite

Data model complexity is manageable
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Human

• Tolerates ambiguity

• Can easily make inferences

• Can correct mistakes on the fly

• Does it need to be correct?

Machine

• Needs to be told explicitly

• Believes everything verbatim

• Does it need to know?

Two types of users
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Human

• Tolerates ambiguity

• Can easily make inferences

• Can correct mistakes on the fly

• Does it need to be correct?

Machine

• Needs to be told explicitly

• Believes everything verbatim

• Does it need to know?

Two types of users

Structured or not? The answer 
depends on the use case


