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INTRODUCTION

Pragmatic motivations behind speakers'
linguistic choices:
- achieve a certain communicative purpose

- reduce social friction and preserve social
harmony

- personal/cultural-specific values,
pragmalinguistic and sociocultural factors



AIMS

0 Investigate the linguistic choices and the
pragmatic strategies employed in Russian spoken
discourse to perform the speech act of request

0 Examine the use of politeness strategies,
indirectness and mitigation markers



METHODS

0 Qualitative research method that draws on
politeness theory

0 Written  transcriptions of the corpus of
everyday spoken Russian “One Day of Speech™




CORPUS “ONE DAY OF SPEECH”

0 The Corpus of everyday spoken Russian “One
Day of Speech” (Odin recevoj den’) was created

by means of the continuous 24-hour
recording method

0 It fixes spontaneous oral discourse 1n various
natural communicative situations

0 1250 hours. 128 informants, 1000+ interlocutors
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DATA ANALYSIS (1)

- O-3 / 3HAYNT Y MEHH K Bam - Erm / so I have a request
et onepey for_vou / do a complet
*
MMOJTHOCTEIO // *11 clggkh Lejl/s:é/ I
- Uh-hu
- Yry // *H

- Of what we (...) what we

- Toro uto y Ha (..) TOUTOY  pave / what has been done
Hac €CTh / TO YTO CAEJIAHO / and There... Because

/1 ... Tam ... [lotoMy 4TO
BOT (...) Hy U / CBEDXY well (...) so and / top-down
please well /

moKaJayicra BOT /
HOCTABLTE ATl insert the dates

Informant 19, ep. 05
Female; professional group: leading employee; educational stage: higher education
Setting: Workplace (office)




DATA ANALYSIS (2)

HO / MHe MaKCHM CKAa3aJl 4TO BbI
enie noka 3aech / B Ilurepe // *I1'Y
MEHSI OJIUH BONIPOCHUK / OYKBAJIbHO
MHUHYTRY / g aymaro 3aiimer // *I1

Y Hac TyT BOT KOMIBIOTEP / KOTOPBIA BHU3Y
y aHanuTtukoB // *I1 ¥V Hac ceiiuac mpocro
oriepaTHBHAs O4Ye€HL paboTa / HaM yepe3
NSATh AHEH HAJIO TPYNIy BHICIATh HA 3aKa3 //
*I1 Bot / MBI 00pabaTeiBacM HH(POPMAIHIO
/ m oH y Hac koHeuHo *H cBepku *II
Topmo3uT // *I1 Bot yuutsiBas (...) 4to (...)
MapuHa (...) aHanuTHK (...) 3arpyxaetrcs(?)
// 77?Yto / moxer / Huyero *H // *IT 4
cMoTpro / (@ Tak / Tak-Tak-Tak-Tak-TaK /
eIe pa3odek //

- Anekcell / BBl M3BMHUTE pajau Oora

- Aleksey / excuse me for God's
sake but / Maksim told me that you
are still here for now / in Piter // *P I
have one little question / just a

minute / I think it will take // *P
Our computer here / the one downstairs
of the analysts // *P We are just having a
very operative work / in five days we
have to send a group for an order // *P so
/ we are processing the information / and
obviously we have *H to check *P
slows down//*P Well considering(...) that
(...) Marina (...) analyst (...) loads(?)
// 7?7?7What / can / nothing *H // *P I am
looking / @ Ok / ok-ok-ok-ok / one
more time //

Colleague of informant 19, ep. 05
Female; professional group: employee; educational stage: higher education
Setting: office (phone call with an IT specialist)




DATA ANALYSIS (3)
T s

- I1Io3BOHM MHE moxKajyiicTa / ecian

Mo:KkHO / y MeHst uto-To Tenedon me - Call me please / if possible /

something 1s wrong with my phone // *P

-What (?) ? *P

oueHb xoporio //*11

- Kax(?) ? *11

- Call / pl / thing 1
- I1o3BOHHM MHE / moxkaayicra / y MeHs =42 e /7 please / something 1S Wrong

4TO-TO CO 3BOHKOM // *IT HY ecim ecTh with my ringtone // *P well if you have

() BpeMsi / IO3BOHM MHE / y MEHS 4TO- () time / call me / something is wrong

: : '
TO CO 3BOHKOM / 51 II... HE MOTY [IOHSTb with my ringtone / I f... can't figure out

Informant 24, ep. 23
Female, 63; professional group: educational personnel; educational stage: higher education
Setting: public space (everyday conversation with a colleague)




DATA ANALYSIS (4)

- Yero-to moen kopoue / u BcE€ paBHO - Anyway I had something to eat / and I

omsATh ecTh Xx0uy // *II s cerogus
LIENBIN JIEHh B mouckax numm // *I1
9TO BCE BBIXOAHBIC BUHOBATHI // *II
KOIZia s JoMa He I10€J HOpMaJbHO /
*B 4gro0BbI 3amacTUCh XOTA OBl Ha
nenyro Hegenro // *II *B BmecTo
ATOTrO A emie BooOIe Bcé OmH (...)
/n3 ceos / *11
noméa uckarb numry // *I1

1 ecTth xouy! *I1
[...]

y Bac MoKparb / HU4ero Hery?

still want to eat again // *P I've been
looking for food all day today // *P it's all
because of the weekend // *P
when at home I didn't have a proper meal /
*V to stock up for at least a whole week //

*p *V instead of that,
I'm still totally damn (...) /
(from) myself // *P

I'm gonna look for some food // *P

I want to eat! *P

[...]

do you have something to scoff down?

(Do you have to scoff down / nothing at all?)

Informant 17, ep. 10
Male, 17; professional group: cadet/student; educational stage: secondary education

Setting: military barracks (talking with other cadets)



CONCLUSIONS

0 When performing the SA of request, speakers
make a careful situation-based selection of
linguistic units, grammatical forms and
communicative strategies

0 Sociocultural and pragmalinguistic factors
(situational context, rank of 1mposition,
power, social distance) play a crucial role 1n
the speakers’ choice of linguistic means



CONCLUSIONS

0 Among the most relevant politeness strategies
employed 1n Russian spoken discourse are:
avoidance of explicit requests, use of mild
hints, hedges, mitigating devices.

Some requests are mitigated by giving options
and explanations, apologising, promising,
flouting conversational maxims (being
irrelevant, giving too much information).
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