Production of consonant clusters of 4-8-year-old Lithuanian children
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In the present research, the analysis of production of consonant clusters
was based on the ideas of the Naturalness Theory (Dressler 1993, 2005).
Naturalness in a language refers to a form which is cognitively simple, easy
to pronounce, and to perceive; therefore, it Is used frequently. Naturally, In
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Children apply universal pronunciation simplification strategies to pronounce
consonant clusters:
« Substitution: skimo (= skimo), blemuta (= plemuta), mastule, maskule
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The children were tested individually: they were asked to listen to non-words (=maspule), niskarima (= nisparima).
one at a time and to repeat each item immediately following its presentation. « Omission: kimo (= skimo), gita (= gitva), Sela (= Svela), lemuta (= plemuta),
The non-words were displayed in a fixed order in a PowerPoint presentation. gosakuni (= gosakluni), magunolé (= magvunole).

« Addition: droja (= doja), kemlo (= kemu), Svelna (= Svela), lasmulvi
(=lasmuvi), sumlerite (= sulerite), zadelvina (= Zadevina), mangvunole
(=magvunolé).

Assimilation: gabrée (= gapre), gosagluni (=gosakluni), slalidina (= snalidina),
nismarima (= nisparima), magnunole (= magvunole)
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* It Is difficult for children to repeat longer than two-syllable words with a
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* The position of the cluster in a word Is important: the clusters in the initial
position are repeated significantly more accurately than the clusters in the
medial position.
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are easier to pronounce. Inaccurate pronunciation of sounds or their substitution
by other sounds are a natural development of children’s language (Santos et al.
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